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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 2nd December 2024
Parish Councillors:


Ian Graham, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

Marcus Taylor

Matthew Rea





Martin Penny

Samantha Muxworthy












In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


County Councillor, Alastair Adams



 
24/185
Apologies 

Cllrs Moclair & Farmer
24/186
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

Cllr Taylor for item 9.
24/187
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.  
24/188.
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 4th November 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/189 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· WCC have contacted the PC to advise that they would support lowering the speed limit to 30mph on Evesham Road and Newtown subject to responses form the police and other agencies.
· Cllr Penny raised the issue of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan having seen an article in the Wychavon magazine.


The Chairman advised that the Parish Council would support the development of a  
Neighbourhood Plan, adding that this would have to be done as a working party outside the 
Parish Council.  Various discussions took place about details.
24/190
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
West Mercia Police – Neighbourhood Policing Team

· The clerk was contacted by the Sergeant of the Neighbourhood Policing team advising that boundary changes within West Mercia have meant that the teams’ area has been altered.  He has assured the clerk that Offenham should not be impacted in a detrimental way because a new Police Support officer has now been appointed. He advised that should there be any concerns he would be happy to discuss any issues raised.

· PC Prentice held a drop session in the village on the 23rd November, despite the weather 4 people attended.  She advised that the only concern raised related to the condition of the road in Boat Lane caused by tractors and other vehicles depositing mud.

Offenham Rovers FC

· Bryn Tomes advised that he has contacted the Offenham Charity for assistance for the football club to purchase poles to attach the netting they already have.  The clerk was advised that the manager is now Edward Bagley who has been contacted and he has confirmed that he will be attending the PC meeting to update councillors.

Email from Mr J Jewell

· An email was received from Mr J Jewell regarding the flooding at Offenham Cross.  This email was forwarded to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The clerk confirmed receipt of the email to Mr Jewell but no further action was taken because WCC Highways are currently working at the crossroads.
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Pumping Station, Boat Lane

· The clerk visited Boat Lane Brewery to enquire about their experiences when their property was flooded with sewage early in the year.  She was advised that after a number of visits by STWA they were told that the pumping station was working properly. After a number of follow up visits, STWA arranged for a new pump to be installed.  Since that time there has been no issues other than the smell from the pumping station, however there was an occasion when sewage and toilet paper were witnessed in the watercourse that leads into Badsey Brook.  This was reported as an environmental issue and a clean up took place.


The gentleman from the neighbouring unit confirmed the events and stated that the smell was still 
an issue at times.


The clerk emailed Network Solutions at Severn Trent on the 21st November advising them of 
residents concerns and to ask for assurances that another 100 + house could be 
accommodated by 
the pumping station, no response has yet been received.

Internal Audit

· Iain Selkirk confirmed that he would be undertaking Internal Audits again this year and will be emailing details shortly.
South Littleton Parish Council 

· Shannon Mack, Chairman of SLPC has contacted the clerk with the request that OPC consider looking into reducing the speed limit outside Blackminster School to 20mph.  SLPC is considering this option together with a pedestrian crossing.  She has also raised the issue of an overgrown footpath on the opposite side to the school which she would like cleared and has requested the help of OPC.  Cllr Graham was keen to forge a better relationship with neighbouring parishes but did not think that a crossing was feasible and after looking on Google earth at the location of the former footpath, it was clear that there was no evidence of a footpath in that location for some time.

Overgrowth on Evesham Road

· A resident has been in contact to advise that the hedge and long grass are covering the footpath near to the crossroads.  The clerk has advised the resident that we do not currently have a Lengthsman so are unable to take any action at this time.  With roadworks currently in place it is difficult to look at the area in question.

24/191
To receive correspondence. 
 
Circulated and emails forwarded as received prior to this meeting.

24/192
To consider quotations for the mowing contract in Offenham.

Two tenders were received from Plex who are based on Bennetts Hill Business Park and Smartcuts based near Bishampton.


The prices quoted are:


Plex 
£285 per cut


Smartcuts
£345 per cut 


Cllr Briers proposed that Plex should be used due to cost and being that the company was within the parish.


Proposed SB  Seconded SM

24/193
To consider response to the advertisement for a Lengthsman in Offenham

Cllr Taylor left the meeting early so was not present when this item was discussed.  The clerk advised that only one application had been received, the applicant was Marcus Taylor, she added that she had contacted CALC to establish if a serving member of the council could apply for a post and it was confirmed that they could providing that the vetting and interview process would be treated fairly.  Discussions took place and it was agreed that Marcus Taylor should be offered an interview, two members of the staffing committee and the clerk would be present.  The proposed date would be the 17th December at 7.15pm.  
24/194
To consider action required to ensure that safety netting and poles are erected in the recreation ground.

The manager of Offenham Rovers and his associate were present and discussions took place during open forum. 
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24/195
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme

Cllr Rea advised that he had included an advert in the Parish Magazine asking for volunteers to come forward to join the Community Speedwatch project.  An update should be available at the next meeting.

24/196
To consider request from Offenham Youth Club for a donation to cover the cost of insurances

Offenham Youth Club advised that they were up and running with new volunteers and needed to formalise insurance cover for the club.  The cost of this insurance is £324.83 for the year.  Discussions took place, it was agreed to support their request for a donation to cover the cost of insurance.  Proposed SB, Seconded MR.

24/197
To consider quotation for supply and fit Adult Exercise Equipment.

Following on from the last meeting when the various quotations were presented by Cllr Moclair with Caloo being the preferred option due to pack option they offered and the most favourable cost.  Cllr Moclair and the clerk met with the area manager for Caloo at the recreation ground and discussed locations and equipment types.  The clerk advised that it was more beneficial to order the pack with a separate additional piece of equipment for the benefit of less able bodied people together with table tennis, this option was still cheaper than competitors.  Caloo - £14378.50, Outdoor Gym Company - £18900 and Haggs - £17800 for 6 items.


It was also suggested that the PC order the package which includes an annual check and maintenance program.  The clerk stated that although the PC could cover the cost it may be worthwhile to request a contribution from s106 money held by WDC for Offenham.  Proposed SB, Seconded MP.
24/198
To consider updates for the Parish Council website.

Will Saunders has provided a draft of what the website may look like, councillors were generally happy with the format with Cllr Rea suggesting that a rotation of 3 photos on the front page would work well, these could be updated as necessary.
24/199
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Possible Chairman’s report

· Councillor vacancy
24/200
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Briers stated that costings were currently being sought for the extension to the village hall.  

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

24/201
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£23639.86

as at  20.11.2024

Deposit account 7277881
£54789.94

as at  20.11.2024

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	71&72
	002110
	Diane Cox – cheque not processed dated 04/1/2024 in error at last meeting
	-954.60
	
	-954.60

	71&72
	002111
	Diane Cox – cheque reissued 
	954.60
	
	954.60

	73
	002112
	DeFib UK Ltd
	155.00
	31.00
	186.00

	74
	002113
	Offenham Youth Club
	324.83
	
	324.83

	75
	002114
	Samuel Frascona (mowing of rec)
	120.00
	
	120.00

	76
	002115
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	77
	002116
	Signs R Us Ltd
	22.00
	4.40
	26.40

	78
	002117
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	767.20

	79
	
	
- Mileage

	30.60
	
	

	79
	
	
- Salary 
	695.60
	
	

	
	
	Total
	1419.03
	35.40
	1454.43
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24/202
To consider precept and budget requirements for setting precept for 2025/2026

The clerk advised that the provisional council tax base figure will not be available until later this month; it has to be approved by WDC Executive Board in the New Year.  In recent history it has never been amended but there is always a possibility that if it does occur OPC would need an additional meeting to amend requirements that will be considered on the 6th January.  The council tax base figure alters annually and is dependant on numbers of properties, empty properties and council tax discounts.  Members confirmed their wish not to increase the parish precept.
24/203 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  

W/24/02212/HP  Timbertop, Boat Lane, Offenham

Front single storey infill extension; rear single storey extension, front porch canopy; new door openings

OPC comment:  No objection.

W/24/02215/FUL  CBG Transport at Spiers & Hartwell, Blackminster Business Park, Blackminster, Offenham

Proposed cladding of existing canopy to provide temperature controlled storage.

OPC comment:  No objection.

W/24/02371/FUL  Newtown Nurseries, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham

Full application for the erection of 9no. log cabins for holiday lets.

OPC comment:  OPC is concerned about the continuing requests to develop agricultural land. If this application is approved, conditions must be added that the cabins remain for holiday lets only and not workers accommodation or long term lets, to support this, a restriction should added for a 10 month opening period in any one year.
W/24/02258/FUL  Land at  (OS 0569 4604), Three Cocks Lane, Offenham
Full application for 42 dwellings including formation of access, landscaping, public open space and associated works.

OPC comment:  Appended to the minutes.

Decisions:  

W/24/01897/HP  Brabant, Gibbs Lane, Offenham

Single storey rear extension – Approved

24/204
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Community Speedwatch
· Planning issues

· OPC website

· Councillor vacancy

24/205
To consider date and time for next meeting – Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30 on Monday 6th January 2025 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.50pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

· Report from Alastair Adams is appended to the minutes
Offenham Rovers FC
· The new manager of Offenham Rovers introduced himself to the PC.  He stated that Bryn Tomes had stepped down due to commitments and that he was taking over as the point of contact for the PC. He stated that Bryn had advised him that he had applied to the charity for help with poles to support the netting that they have but he was not sure how this was progressing.  The clerk advised that she would contact the Offenham Charity on behalf of the FC and provide feedback to the manager.
· A resident offered to provide a replacement tree for the one that had died.  The Chairman thanked him for his kind offer.

· A resident asked about the benefits of a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Penny stated that he would be happy to lead on a plan.  Various discussions took place about previous attempts where volunteers stood down which halted progress.  Cllr Penny added that he had some support already pledged.

· The condition of the land on Three Cocks Lane was raised, concerns about flooding and the ditch being full of water.

· A report of damage to the recently planted hedge in Evesham Road.
· A query was raised, asking if council tax was payable on holiday lodges.

Wendy Hopkins, Broadie Planning updated the PC on the situation with STWA and Boat Lane pumping station.
A resident raised issues with footpath 502 which has been rerouted.  He stated that he had been in contact with Fiona Argyle at WCC.
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