40.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 3rd February 2025
Parish Councillors:


Ian Graham, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

Marcus Taylor

James Moclair





Martin Penny

Matthew Rea

Claire Allen







Samantha Muxworthy 


















In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


County Councillor, Alastair Adams



 
24/227
Apologies 

Cllr Farmer and District Councillor Aaron Powell

24/228
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None

24/229
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.  
24/230
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 6th January 2025 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/231 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· To discuss request to have the Laurels Rd development application decided at committee.  
The Chairman addressed members to determine if they felt this planning application should be brought 
before the planning committee for decision making.  Various discussions took place which resulted in 
agreement.  The clerk will advise Cllr Powell of this decision.
· Cllr Penny has reported that some urgent maintenance is required at the Wharf
Cllr Penny advised that there are a number of raised paving bricks which require attention together with 
overgrown foliage.  Marcus Taylor is taking over as Lengthsman and contractor so it was decided that he 
should be asked to address the hazards.

· The instillation of the exercise equipment and table tennis starts on Wednesday 5th February, Cllr 
Taylor has offered the use of his tipper truck free of charge to move the surplus soil to the corner of the 
recreation ground.  Cllr Taylor will unlock the gate in Three Cocks Lane for access and Cllr Moclair and 
the clerk will meet the contractors to pinpoint the location of the table tennis as this could not be plotted on 
the plan.
· For transparency, the clerk is requesting authorisation to instruct our contractor to undertake urgent 
works up to the value of £500 as stipulated in OPC’s financial regulations.  This includes bi monthly safety 
checks of the play area and recreation ground and removal of the unsafe post box brick housing damaged 
by an rtc.

Proposed SB Seconded IG
24/232
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues

STWA


· STWA has responded to the PC regarding the ability to supply services to new developments in the village and the possible impact on the pumping station.  It would appear that in most cases STWA are not consulted by the planning authority on submitted planning applications so it seems that they are in the dark in relation to forward planning for the provision of services to the pumping station in Boat Lane.
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WCC

· Temporary Road closures


Order made to close part of Closure 1: C2050 Bennetts Hill from its junction with B4510 Evesham 
Road to its junction with C2050 Long Hyde Road.  Closure 2: C2050 Long Hyde Road from its 
junction with C2050 Bennetts Hill to its junction with B4085 Station Road.


Reason stated:  Drainage/ Flood alleviation work by WCC


Anticiapted duration 5 days commencing 10th February 2025.

Police Drop in session in Offenham on 18th January.

· PC Prentice advised that nobody attended the last drop in session so she is assuming that there are currently no concerns. 
Royal Mail box, Three Cocks Lane.

· Royal Mail has advised that the post box in Three Cocks Lane has been decommissioned since the damage inflicted by a vehicle collision.  They state that as the brick housing is on private land they are not responsible for the removal of it.

Clerks gatherings 

· Worcs CALC are holding briefings for clerks for the purpose of helping parishes understand the changes of the Governments re-organisation for the County and District and what it could mean for parishes.  The clerk will attend on the 4th February at the Civic Centre in Pershore. 

Exercise equipment

· The equipment will be installed in the recreation ground near the boundary to the cricket ground on the 5th February.  The application for s106 money has been submitted but the Legal Dept of WDC is not keen on funding this however they would support table tennis.  Further evidence will be submitted to WDC to support OPC’s application.

Lengthsman

· Marcus Taylor will be booking onto a training course as specified by WCC Lengthsman department, he is also taking on the role for North & Middle Littleton PC who have agreed to share the cost of the training.

Damaged fencing in Newtown

· The clerk contacted Rooftop Housing in relation to the damaged and potentially dangerous fencing bordering 1 Newtown which was raised in open forum at the last meeting.  They advised that that this issue would be inspected and addressed.

FTD

· The Fixed Term Deposit of £10k is reinvested for another 3 months.
24/233
To receive correspondence. 
 
Emails forwarded to councillors as received and distributed prior to this meeting.

24/234
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme

Cllr Rea advised that so far no responses have yet been received for volunteers to join the team, the clerk, Cllr Muxworthy and a resident present at the meeting volunteered in order to move forward.  Cllr Rea will be in contact regarding training.  Cllr Rea felt sure that more volunteers would come forward once the 30mph speed limit is officially introduced on Evesham Road and Newtown.
24/235
To consider any updates received for the Parish Council website.

The clerk advised that she had been unable to move forward with this over the last month but would be liaising with Will Saunders next week.

24/236
To consider mowing schedule supplied by Smartcuts.

The clerk advised that she had renegotiated the proposed mowing schedule compiled by Smartcuts to reduce costs by £690 for the season.  Smartcuts stated that this could be amended should the PC require more or less visits. The clerk requested approval from councillors.  Proposed JM Seconded MP
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24/237
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Adult exercise equipment being installed in the recreation ground.

· Planning updates

24/238
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Moclair stated that the surveyors estimate of costs had now been received amounting to £750K to cover the changing room extension to the village hall.  This had come as a shock with the committee reviewing the way forward.  He mentioned that s106 money was due to the village hall and this could be put towards the proposed kitchen extension.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

24/239
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:  

Current account 0649818
£20131.77

as at  20.01.2025

Deposit account 7277881
£54878.54

as at  20.01.2025

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	87
	002124
	Offenham Rovers Football Club
	254.93
	
	254.93

	88
	002125
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	89
	002126
	Diane Cox – Admin
	93.94
	
	812.94

	90
	
	
- Mileage

	23.40
	
	

	90
	
	
- Salary 
	695.60
	
	

	
	
	Total
	1097.87
	
	1097.87


24/240
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review 

Documents had been emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting.  It was agreed to approve the budget review.  Proposed MP Seconded MR.
24/241 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  

W/24/ 02415/FUL  Land at  (OS 0591 4577), Laurels Avenue, Offenham


A residential proposal for 23 dwellings, Public Open Space, SuDS basin and associated infrastructure.

Discussions took place resulting in the Chairman stating that he would put together some comments and circulate them to all councillors for approval before submission by the clerk.

W/25/00046/OUT  Land at (OS 0582 4619)  Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Outline application for the erection of up to 35 dwellings.

Discussions took place resulting in the Chairman stating that he would put together some comments and circulate them to all councillors for approval before submission by the clerk.

Decisions: 

W/24/02215/FUL CBG Transport at Spiers & Hartwell, Blackminster Business Park, Blackminster


Proposed cladding of existing canopy to provide temperature controlled storage. - Approved

W/24/02551/HP Associated ref: W/23/00980/HP  2 Hollywood Villas, Station Road, Offenham


Erection of rear two storey extension to dwelling and demolition o and replacement of existing garage for garage, home office outbuilding (Variation of condition 2 Ref: W/23/00980/HP.- Approved
24/242
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Community Speedwatch
· Website

24/243
To consider date and time for next meeting – Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30 on Monday 3rd March 2025 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from County Councillor, Alastair Adams
· Appended to the minutes
Two members of the public present.

· A resident offered to replant an area of hedging damaged on Evesham Road. Cllr Briers was asked to source the whips for planting, the cost of whips and canes to be covered by the PC.
· A resident supplied comments which he would like considered for submission to the planning department regarding the proposed development in Three Cocks Lane.
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