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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 3rd March 2025
Parish Councillors:


James Moclair, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

Marcus Taylor

Matthew Rea





Samantha Muxworthy 


















In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)
24/244
Apologies 

Cllrs Farmer, Graham, Allen, District Councillor Aaron Powell and County Councillor, Alastair Adams
24/245
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None

24/246
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.  
24/247
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 3rd February 2025 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/248 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· Cllr Moclair had advised the clerk that he had received a report that the dog bin located in Ferry Lane/ Boat Lane was missing. 

The clerk suggested that an entry should be put in the Parish Magazine to ask residents if they are 
aware of what has happened to it.  The cost of a replacement will be in the region of £400.
24/249
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
· The clerk mentioned at the last meeting that she was considering retirement in June.  There will need to be a meeting of the staffing committee to discuss the necessary steps to secure a replacement clerk.

RoSPA
· Playsafety advised that the annual safety checks of the play area and recreation ground are booked in to take place in March.

CALC Councillor training on 31st March at Pershore Town Hall
· This is a briefing about the changes to local government in Worcestershire.  There are a few places for those wishing to attend.

Hedgerow Planting
· Cllr Briers ordered the whips and Mr Keitley has kindly offered to plant them with the assistance of Cllr Moclair.

Wharf
· Marcus Taylor has been to assess the raised area of bricks which was brought to the attention of the PC by Cllr Penny. Marcus advised that this was due to tree roots so he will need to remove the bricks and shave the roots before relaying the bricks to solve the problem.  As this is potentially an H&S issue work should take place asap.
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Lengthsman
· Marcus Taylor is hoping to book the training course required to address all highways works this month.  Once the course is booked the clerk will advise the clerk of North & Middle Littleton about the cost of the course for partial reimbursement.

Planning committee meeting 27th February
· Mr Keitley spoke at the planning meeting against the proposed application for development of land on Laurels Road, unfortunately due to the size of the development Wychavon Councillors felt that they could not object to the application but did raise the point of the loss of prime agricultural land.  They recognised the problem with processing sewerage by STWA and also restricted the size of the underground waste processing facility to accommodate no more than 25 houses so that no further development could utilise the facility.  The Chairman complimented Mr Keitley on his presentation at the planning meeting having watched the filmed meeting online.

S106 application for funding
· Cllr Powell advised that the recommendation to approve funding towards the exercise equipment and table tennis is going to the Communities and Funding Panel on the 10th March then to Executive Board on the 26th March.
24/250
To receive correspondence. 
 
Emails forwarded to councillors as received and distributed prior to this meeting, the statement received from WDC regarding s106 money was passed to all councillors present.
24/251
To consider any updates received for the Parish Council website.

Will Saunders attended the meeting to ask for feedback from councillors on the new website.  He explained what he had done so far and stated that it was possible to go live with additions being made when required.  Various discussions took place including setting up a direct debit for £10 monthly to cover the cost of hosting the website, this was approved.  Proposed JM, Seconded SB.

The new email address will be deferred temporarily so charges will not start until that point, the annual fee being £20.  It was agreed that the website should go live.  Cllr Rea advised that he would forward photos directly to Mr Saunders so that photos could be rotated on the website.
24/252
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme

Cllr Rea advised that concerns about speeding had been heightened recently with 2 serious road traffic accidents in Newtown.  He added that all volunteers needed to be re-vetted; he was expecting new forms to be delivered to him which will be distributed to volunteers for completion. Once the process has been completed permissions will last for 3 years rather than just one year.  He mentioned that the PC was still waiting for WCC to fit a pole on Evesham Road to position a VAS.  He is convinced from data that VAS is a useful tool in the reduction of speed.
24/253
To consider action required, if any, for the Annual Parish Meeting.

The Annual Parish meeting will take place on 5th April at 7pm prior to the PC meeting.  Invitations will be sent out to local groups asking them to attend and supply updates on their organisation.

24/254
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Website going live.
· Request for information regarding the missing dog waste bin in Ferry/Boat Lane.

24/255
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Moclair stated that the hall has been painted internally by a volunteer, the only cost incurred was for the cost of paint.  

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None
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24/256
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:  

Current account 0649818
£20807.63

as at  20.02.2025

Deposit account 7277881
£54926.65

as at  20.02.2025

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	91
	002127
	Fortitude IT Consulting Ltd
	500.00
	100.00
	600.00

	92
	002128
	Fortitude IT Consulting Ltd
	10.00
	2.00
	36.00

	93
	
	Fortitude IT Consulting Ltd
	20.00
	4.00
	

	94
	002129
	Caloo Ltd
	14378.50
	2875.70
	17254.20

	95
	002130
	HMRC
	581.20
	
	581.20

	96
	002131
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	97
	002132
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	751.30

	98
	
	
- Mileage

	40.50
	
	

	98
	
	
- Salary 
	669.80
	
	

	
	
	Total
	16271.00
	2981.70
	19252.70


24/257
To receive report from Cllr Briers on quarterly check on accounts.


Cllr Briers confirmed that she had undertaken the quarterly check on the accounts. The clerk added that she had had issues with HMRC through an error on their system.  Cllr Briers confirmed that she had inspected the calculations which appear to be in order.
24/258 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  

W/24/02499/TDC5   14 Newtown, Offenham


Technical details consent for a site that has been granted Permission in Principle ref; W/22/02574/PIP for two dwelling houses.

OPC comment:  No objection


W/24/02415/FUL  Land at (OS 0591 4577) Laurels Avenue, Offenham


A residential proposal for 23 dwellings, Public Open Space, SuDS basin and associated infrastructure.

A response was required prior to this meeting.

OPC comment:  Offenham Parish Council is generally supportive of this proposed development, given that the site was included in the existing version of the SWDP. However, we wish to make three comments:-
We draw your attention to the objection by the Lead Local Flood Authority in respect of the use of foul water drain for all drainage, and the allied holding condition requested by STWater.

The Design and Access Statement says that the “Architectural character [will be] unmistakenly Offenham”.  This is evidently untrue for the following reasons:- 

The use of blue brick is not seen in existing architecture in the Vale of Evesham. The asymmetric roofline of house type E is not in keeping with rural settings, even if it does provide more area for solar panels.  The architecture of glasshouses is not something we want to see replicated in house design; runs of brick finishes should be interspersed with render, as found elsewhere in the village.  While the inclusion of fake chimney stack may provide architectural and traditional interest, its positioning on the front elevations is unnatural and unattractive. 
We would question the response from the Education Authority in which their figures suggest that the 15 households (not including the one-bed units) will only have a total of 11 children of school (and early years) age. Furthermore, this is the fifth development in recent times in which the Education Authority have used the same capacity figures for Offenham First School. The 7 places in Reception and 4 in Year 1 will inevitably be filled by other developments, so a greater contribution should be made for increase of capacity. All of the above proposed developments have been for fewer than 50 dwellings each, so no consideration of SEND requirements has been made for any, even though they now total 156 dwellings. This should be reconsidered as a cumulative total."

W/25/00358/FUL  Offenham Village Hall, Main St, Offenham


Single storey kitchen extension.

OPC comment: No objection
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Decisions:  


W/24/02565/HP Cross Nurseries, Evesham Road, Offenham


First floor extension and alterations as approved under planning permission ref:W/24/00537/HP – variation of condition 2. – Approved


Appeals


APP/H1840/W/25/3359446  (W24/01069/FUL)


Change of use from dog exercise paddock with ancillary shepherds hut facilities to short term holiday let on land at Merry Lane.

24/259
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Community Speedwatch
· Website

· Actions required regarding the replacement of the retiring clerk.

24/260
To consider date and time for next meeting – The Annual Parish meeting will start at 7pm followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7.30 pm on Monday 7th April held at Offenham Village Hall.  

Meeting closed at 9 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

One member of the public was present but raised no issues.
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