28.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 4th November 2024
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Ian Graham 

Sheila Briers

James Moclair

Marcus Taylor


Samantha Muxworthy
Matthew Rea

Martin Penny














In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


County Councillor, Alastair Adams



 
24/164
Apologies 

Cllr Taylor & District CouncillorAaron Powell.
24/165
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None.
24/166
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.  
24/167.
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 7th October 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/168 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· To receive resignation of the Chairman, Marc Farmer 

Cllr Farmer advised that he was prepared to stay on as a councillor but did not feel at the moment that 
he could fulfil the role as Chairman as he would wish to do, he confirmed that he would take the 
meeting tonight and attend the Remembrance service on behalf of the PC on Sunday.  The Deputy 
Chairman, Ian Graham will take over as Chairman from Monday 11th November.
· Feedback form the planning consultation resulted in strong concerns from residents about the efficiency of the Pumping Station in Boat Lane
· To consider if the PC should we be contacting Severn Trent with concerns over the number of  additional houses proposed in the village and the efficiency of the Pumping Station to accommodate this?
It was agreed that the clerk should contact Severn Trent with concerns.
24/169
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Financial Regulations

· Following on from discussions at the last meeting, CALC have now received an update from NALC that the implementation of the Procurement Act 2023 was delayed from October 2024 to  February 2025, additionally they advised that the duty to provide an “assessment summary” to tenderers only applies to contracts over £214,904 including vat.

West Mercia Police – Neighbourhood Policing Team

· No further responses have been received since Nicholas Allred responded on behalf of the Police and Crime Commissioner stating that SNT would be in touch with the PC shortly.  The clerk has advised Mr Allred that the PC is still waiting for a response.
· WCC requirements for Lengthsman training as detailed in emailed advice

WCC are not carrying out any training until next year, it is possible for the PC to put their 
Lengthsman 
through training using online courses.  Copies of Lantra e-cards will be required 
by WCC on 
completion of the course for their records.

There are two elements to the training being: TTMBC (Temporary Traffic Management Basic 
Course) followed by T1 element of the T1/T2 Course(Static works on single carriageways) . 

Courses can be accessed by: https//www.utstraining.co.uk/highways-courses-2/

29.
Flooding at the crossroads, Evesham Road.

· Alastair Adams, County Councillor has advised that a new vacuum excavator will be used to clear the drainage.  Highways believe that broken gully pipes are the result of works undertaken by BT.

Public consultation on proposed development off Three Cocks Lane

· In addition to the display of plans and gathering of feedback discussions took place about the speculation based on comments made by Wendy Hopkins of Broadie Planning that the reason for their speed in holding a consultation was due to feedback received from a consultant that another site off Three Cocks Lane was also being looked at for the potential development of 100+ properties.  Various discussions took place about the exact location and the viability of access to the speculated site.  

Councillor vacancy

· Wychavon DC has notified today that the vacancy for councillor can be advertised.

Vacancies

· There has been one applicant for the Lengthsman position and so far one company who have quoted for the mowing contract.  The clerk is meeting with Smart Cuts on Friday to arrange another quote.  The advertisement will run until the end of November.

Offenham Rovers FC

· The clerk emailed Bryn Tomes a week ago to invite him to the PC meeting tonight and ask for an update on the safety netting and poles.  The clerk also advised him to contact the village charity for assistance towards the cost of poles.  No response has been received to date.
24/170
To receive correspondence. 
 
Circulated and emails forwarded as received prior to this meeting.

24/171
To consider addition of member to the staffing committee upon the resignation of Kathleen Henderson.

It was agreed that Cllr Ian Graham should be added to the staffing committee joining Cllrs Farmer and Briers.
24/172
To consider play area safety during football matches and report from Offenham Rovers that netting has been received but no supporting posts.

The clerk advised that she had contacted Bryn Tomes to invite Offenham Rovers to the meeting and asked for feedback on the purchase of poles but have so far had no response.  Various discussions took place about the danger to children in the play area from footballs.  Cllr Graham has produced a design for a sign, the clerk produced a laminated copy but stated that a more rigid version would be required for both gates.  Councillors agreed to this expense. Proposed JM, Seconded SB.

Further discussions resulted in councillors expressing concern that no action had been taken by the Football Club and if they fail to make contact and advise when the poles and netting were being installed no further games should be played in the recreation ground.  The clerk was asked to make contact to advise them that they need to contact the PC with an action plan or games will have to be cancelled.

24/173
To consider response to County Councillor’s request for letter to Highways in support of 30mph speed limit on Evesham Road.

The County Councillor has requested feedback and evidence from the PC and residents about speeding and road traffic accidents that have taken place on the Evesham Road.  The clerk raised issues about the junction of Newtown and Three Cocks Lane and poor visibility.  Alastair Adams has also been in contact with a gentleman who lives near the crossroads who has recorded details of some safety issues at the cross.  


WCC Highways have gathered data over during the summer and up until October which shows that the level of HGV’s is just within limits to consider a reduction in speed limit but the Highways officer has stated that he would refer to a senior if further proof could be submitted to him.  The County Councillor advised that this was the best opportunity the village would have to succeed in reducing the speed limit.


Cllr Rea stated that he would be prepared to deliver leaflets in Newtown and Evesham Road, Cllr Graham agreed to work on appropriate wording to include that responses were to be sent to the clerk by email. 
30.

24/174
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme

Cllr Rea advised that he and Cllr Briers undertook a speed monitoring session in October, unfortunately he received a call from PC Prentice stating that it was necessary to have 3 volunteers at any one time.  He added that more volunteers were necessary to hold further sessions.
24/175
To consider annual review of asset register.

Copies of the updated register had been emailed to all councillors prior to the meeting showing the addition of the MUGA.  Proposed MF Seconded IG

24/176
To consider updates for the Parish Council website.

Will Saunders had emailed a forward plan on how to proceed with the new website, councillors were happy to proceed with the new website, agreed by all councillors present.

24/177
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Plea to residents to submit comments on planning applications
· Without more volunteers the Community Speedwatch project will be cancelled.  

24/178
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Moclair advised that Nick Simpson, Police representative came to the Coffee Morning to talk to residents about various rural crime prevention measures, it was well received by those present.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

24/179
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 
Current account 0649818
£27442.38

as at  18.10.2024

Deposit account 7277881
£54740.45

as at  18.10.2024

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	68
	002107
	Royal British Legion
	20.00
	
	20.00

	69
	002108
	J A Whitaker (Vale Trees)
	650.00
	
	650.00

	70
	002109
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	71
	002110
	Diane Cox – Admin
	52.79
	
	954.60

	72
	
	
- Mileage

	28.80
	
	

	72
	
	
- Salary 
	873.01
	
	

	
	
	Total
	1654.60
	
	1654.60


24/180
To receive report from Cllr Briers on quarterly check on accounts.

Cllr Briers confirmed that she had undertaken the quarterly check on accounts and found them to be in order.

24/181
To consider projects for 2025/26 and budget requirements for setting precept for 2025/2026

All councillors agreed that they did not wish to increase the precept if at all possible.  Projects already 
mentioned were the purchase of adult exercise equipment and outdoor table tennis, a roundabout in the play 
area and additionally more tree planting.
31.

24/182 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/24/01637/OUT  Laurels Road Nursery, Laurels Road, Offenham


Outline application for the construction of up to 22no. residential dwellings

OPC comment: 

· Response to consultation on planning application W/24/01637/OUT Offenham Parish Council objects to this application on the following grounds:- 

· 1. The application site lies outside the village development boundary. 

· 2. This site was considered during the most recent South Worcs SHELAA and of the four sites included in the submitted SWDP review, this is not one of them. Of those sites, two are already progressing before the plan has even been adopted and at least one of the others is being worked on, we understand. In other words, all of the delivery envisaged over the next 5 years is likely to come forward. This will constitute an increase in dwellings in Offenham of approximately 15%, in addition to recent large developments such as Cedar Walk and Crabtree Leys. In short, Offenham IS playing, and HAS played; its part in contributing to the nation’s housing need. 

· 3. The applicants remark on Wychavon’s failure to identify a 5 year housing land supply currently, despite being able to demonstrate over-delivery of development every year for the past 16 years. They refer to the “tilted balance” that is to be considered in such situations, but that balance is required to be in favour of sustainable development. An increase over and above the 15% already identified with no improvements in local infrastructure is NOT sustainable. The strategy put forward in the South Worcestershire Development Plan Review is to allocate the majority of the housing need to new settlements built on largely brownfield sites, so as to specifically and directly reduce the future burden on villages and other unsustainable locations. The landowners appear to be seeking to exploit the slow Development Plan review process for financial gain. 

· 4. The UK Government holds the view that food security is a key part of our national security (UK Food Security Index, published 11 July 2024). Moreover, the applicants themselves have made multiple statements on the need to address increasing demand for food production and reduced food imports, in which they state their vital contribution to food security. They explicitly demanded this strategy be backed up by government and local planning policy. This resulted in an open letter from them (dated 27 October 2023) to the then MP for Stratford-on-Avon and in the planning statement for a previous application (W/19/01013). We fully support ValeFresco as a valuable contributor to our community. However, their previous statements conflict with the current application, which disposes of prime growing land for housing. We are aware of at least two other sites in the village which are destined to be lost to the growing of food, contributing to reduced food security in the UK and, indeed, local employment opportunities. 

· 5. While the applicant argues that there is a shortage of affordable and/or social housing in Offenham, the most recent housing needs survey for Offenham identified just 19 families indicating they had a need in the village. That need, from an affordable housing perspective, will be more than met by the Three Cocks Lane (which is now to be 100% affordable) and Laurels Avenue proposals. 

· 6. The development will place added strain on already failing/overloaded village infrastructure, particularly the primary sewage pumping station (the failure of which after heavy rainfall earlier this year caused Boat Lane to flood with raw sewage, including the loss of trade for local businesses), low water pressure and electricity supply (exemplified by frequent power cuts and an inability of residents to export excess solar energy to the grid without it being upgraded). 

· 7. In addition, the application states that there are spaces at Offenham First School. Having spoken to the school, it is apparent that this is not technically correct: there are spaces in reception after a low intake in September and some space in year 1, but key stage 2 is full with some tables/desks in the corridor which means the teaching assistant has to care for those pupils. 

· 8. We believe the traffic survey projections are flawed, being based on outdated national data from as far back as 9 years ago, and mostly in medium-sized towns. Not only is there far more strain on local roads and the strategic road network than their data indicate, with the A46 and Evesham town centre frequently gridlocked for hours on end, but the suggestion that 22 dwellings will only contribute 13 journeys in the morning and evening peak periods is mystifying. 

· 9. While the layout of the development is only indicative in this outline application, if it was to be built, we would request that the building line is pushed further to the south, with the Public Open Space being located on the north side of the development, thereby maintaining a more open and less imposing aspect to the approach to the village centre along Laurels Road, consistent with the style of Crabtree Leys. We would further request a condition preventing the building of any dwelling higher than two storeys

W/24/01990/FUL  Erection of packhouse and storage building and hardstanding.

Land at (Os 0635 4604), Evesham Road, Offenham
OPC comment:  No objection
32.

W/24/01897/HP  Brabant, Gibbs Lane, Offenham

Single storey rear extension
OPC comment:  No objection

Decisions:  


W/24/01619/HP  The Willows, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Erection of a detached garden/store room – Approved

24/183
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Website

· Adult exercise equipment & table tennis
· Football nets
24/184
To consider date and time for next meeting – Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30 on Monday 2nd December 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.40pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

· Report from Alastair Adams is appended to the minutes
Wendy Hopkins, Brodie Planning and her associate were present together with 3 residents.

Items raised were:

· Query regarding Newtown Nursery planning application

· Request for explanation of “the village boundary” term mentioned in planning comments.

· Discussions relation to SDWP and it’s current relevance

· Resident concerns regarding the effects of 70+ houses on the village infrastructure

· Concerns raised on the safety of the junction of Three Cocks Lane and Newtown with additional traffic, requires upgrade

Wendy Hopkins fed back on the planning application and answered questions.
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